[Tuberculosis annual report 2010--(9) Treatment of tuberculosis-2].
The standard treatment for tuberculosis (TB) is the key to its control. Here we report statistics relating to treatment status and the duration of hospitalization and treatment in Japan. Among the newly noted TB patients in 2010, sputum-smear positive pulmonary TB patients were the most likely to receive hospital treatment (91.4%); 2.5% of these patients were primarily hospitalized for other diseases. The median duration of hospitalization in newly notified TB cases in 2009 was 73 days for new sputum-smear positive pulmonary TB cases, 75 days for sputum-smear positive pulmonary TB cases undergoing further treatment, 42 days for other bacillary positive pulmonary TB cases, 40.5 days for bacillary negative pulmonary TB cases, and 44 days for extra-pulmonary TB cases. The duration of TB treatment among newly notified cases in 2009 was assessed at the end of 2010. The median treatment duration for all forms of TB was 270 days. The longest median treatment duration was 285 days for retreatment of sputum-smear positive pulmonary TB cases, and the shortest duration was 196 days for bacillary-negative pulmonary TB cases.